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March 10, 2016 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

Monticello Central School District Hosts – Dr. Stephen “Dr. Bird” Birchak: 
Featured Presenter and NYSCATE for County-Wide Professional 
Development Day  
 
Monticello:  On February 12th, School Districts across Sullivan County were invited to take part in a 
collaborative Superintendent’s Conference Day.  Sponsored by Sullivan County BOCES, Monticello CSD, 
Sullivan County Teacher Center, Roscoe CSD, Eldred CSD, and the Hurleyville Maker’s Lab, over 550 
teachers and administrators took part in a wide variety of professional development opportunities.   
By far the largest gathering took place at Monticello CSD, opening its doors to host the first ever Inspired 
by Technology conference.  This conference was a replica of the annual statewide New York State 
Curriculum for Advanced Technological Education (NYSCATE) conference and was planned in 
collaboration with Sullivan BOCES, NYSCATE and Monticello CSD leadership.  The format for the summit 
offered approximately 12 workshop options per session, totaling approximately 60 options for one-hour 
program sessions.   
 
“For the past 6-months Monticello has been talking about leadership and inspiration.  Inspiration means 
that someone is capable of taking you to a place that you never thought you could go.  It means having 
the power and willingness to do great things.  Today’s conference was designed to inspire you to 
become even greater than you are today,” said Tammy Mangus, Superintendent of Monticello Central 
School.  
 
The day kicked-off with a keynote speaker, Dr. Stephen Birchak, also commonly referred to as the “Dr. 
Bird or the Jerk Whisperer.”  Dr. Bird, in a time of much political debate and turmoil in public education, 
encouraged participants to maintain perspective.  “This is not a crisis, but merely an inconvenience.”  Dr. 
Bird uses humor, research, and personal reflection to examine our most common reactions to change, 
tension, and stress in today’s high-pressure world.  His entertaining style, uncanny sense of humor, and 
life experience perspectives provided for a lively event, full of positive energy and many laughs.  The 
keynote was followed the a number of NYSCATE sessions, and other relevant professional development 
workshops ranging from Monitor/Supervision Training to Maximizing the Teacher Assistant’s Role in the 
Classroom. 
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The Roscoe CSD hosted author of “Rx for the Common Core”, Mary Ratzer, who addressed the topic of 
Inquiry Going Forward:  Strategies for Growth in Brain Friendly Practice. Over 50 teachers and 
administrators gained common ground of understanding about inquiry, and a practical and authentic 
definition of brain-based learning emerged from sharing.  Participants also received a copy of Ms. 
Ratzer’s book.  
 
The Hurleyville Maker’s Lab welcomed county Art and Technology teachers into their new facility to 
explore Cutting Edge Design in the Art/Technology Classroom.  This session centered on the introduction 
of laser engraving and cutting technology, demonstrated the capabilities of the laser cutter, preparing 
graphics and CAD files for output, generating volumetric objects using free software, and various 
strategies for optimizing graphics specifically for the laser cutter.  This session was the beginning of a 
growing collaborative relationship aimed at providing teachers and students with access to state-of-the-
art technology and related resources.  Sullivan BOCES, in collaboration with the Maker’s Lab, is exploring 
a number of additional opportunities for exposing teacher and students to many resources and 
experiences available at this remarkable facility. According to Dave Hubert, Technology Teacher at 
Livingston Manor CSD, “Today has been a great day. The Maker’s Lab is an amazing place.  This seminar 
has been eye opening and refreshing.  I’m looking forward to go back and working with my students on 
laser etching.” 
 
Educators from across the County had the opportunity to attend workshops on Exploring Executive 
Function for Related Service Providers and Understanding Tourette Syndrome & Its Effects on Learning 
held at the Sullivan BOCES and a workshop from National Archery on the school training program held at 
the Eldred CSD. 
 
Sullivan BOCES would like to publically thank the hosting districts, sponsoring partners, and the 
presenters for making February 12th a successful day of learning for educators across Sullivan County. 
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Dr. Bird speaks to the crowd. 
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Jamison Clark, Senior at Monticello CSD describes how Scribbler works 

 
Technology & Art Teachers Explore the Makers Lab (right to left front Dave Hubert, Jennifer Brannigan,  Jessica Mall back 
Row: Angelina Coriano, Denise Sullivan, Makers Lab, Mark McNanmara, Director Makers Lab 
 

 

 


